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forestalling their own capture by suicide. But the youth*
ful conspirators' nerve failed them; fearing a customs ex*
amination on their return across the Austrian frontier,
they threw their weapons out of the railway carriage win-
dow, and nothing further came*of this design.80 A year
later, "early in 1914, Danilo Hitch set himself to collect
youths ready for some desperate outrage/* but without any
clear idea against whom they were to act, until the an-
nouncement of the Archduke's intended visit to Bosnia.
This was clipped from a newspaper by Hitch's friend,
Pushara, at Sarajevo, pasted on a piece of paper without
comment, and mailed to Chabrinovitch at Belgrade. This
news suggested to him and to Princip, whose "heads were
already full of terrorist ideas," the idea of assassinating
Franz Ferdinand. While they were winning over a third
youth, Grabezh, and obtaining weapons from Tankositch
and Ciganovitch, "Hitch continued his preparations in Sara-
jevo quite independently of them, and armed three other
youths, Cvetko Popovitch, Vaso Chubrilovitch, and Mu-
hamed Mehmedbashitch, none of whom had any connec-
tion with Belgrade. . . . The initiative lay, not with those
who so recklessly provided arms to the three in Belgrade,
but with Hitch and Pushara in Sarajevo, and above all with
Gatchinovitch in Lausanne." 87
Thus, according to Mr. Seton-Watson's version, the
initiative for the assassination plot "came from Bosnia, not
from Serbia,"88 and Danilo Hitch took a very prominent
part in it.
86 Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, p. 74.               87 Seton-Watson, p. 77 f.
88 Seton-Watson, p. 78. Lest his readers may not be convinced by his
evidence, he again twice repeats (pp. 144, 145) his view that "the real ini-
tiative for the crime came from within Bosnia itself." It is natural that
the Jugo-Slavs now living in Sarajevo or Jugoslavia, from whose statements
he has largely drawn his information, should seek to magnify the Jugoslav
Movement before 1914 and the oppression of the Austrian authorities in
. Bosnia, and to minimize the activity of Serbian officers in Belgrade, as the
responsible causes of the crime.